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By: Amy Spade 
 The rehearsal dinner has finally arrived. It’s the end of road 
for some couples, or the beginning of the wedding weekend 
madness for others. It just depends how you look at it. Even 
though it seems like all of the planning should be focused 
on the actual wedding, the rehearsal dinner should not be 
overlooked. 
Who comes 

 The rehearsal dinner was meant to be a way for the out of 
town guests to meet each other before the actual wedding 
day. But you can invite anyone that you think might like to 
come out for the evening. 
 Most couples invite their families and wedding parties as 

well as anyone else from out of town. Others decide that 
whoever comes to the actual rehearsal will be invited to the 
dinner. It’s entirely up to you. 
Where to have it 

 The number of guests as well as the budget will determine 
where you want to have your rehearsal dinner. It can be 
easier to have it at a restaurant due to the ease of having a 
varied menu that everyone can choose from, but this can 
become expensive too. You may want to limit the menu for 
the guests in order to keep costs low. 
 Another option is to have the rehearsal dinner at someone’s 
home. This works out great for a smaller group and can be 
easily planned with a few calls and a few trips to the store. 

What happens at the rehearsal dinner 

 This is really the chance for the bride and the groom to get 
to talk to everyone without being caught up in their wedding 
day. They may give a short speech or note of thanks to 
everyone that has helped them get to their wedding day. 
 Sometimes, the couple will hand out gifts for their wedding 
party at the dinner. This isn’t necessary, but with all of the 
hard work many of the people in the party have done-it’s a 
great way to show your appreciation (as well as give them a 
final push through the last day). 
 A rehearsal dinner is a casual time for the guests to get 
together and enjoy themselves. If there are any last minute 
details to be worked out, this is the time.

Planning your wedding rehearsal dinner

Sauk Valley Farm Resort

(517) 467-2061 • (800) 252-SAUK • www.svresort.com
10750 Prospect Hill Hwy. • Brooklyn, MI 49230

Perfect Setting For:
• Banquets
• Weddings

• Receptions
• Parties
• Proms

• Conferences
• Lodging

Seating For 400
A Beautiful Rural Retreat

In The Irish Hills

In Downtown Fowlerville
123 S. Second Street

Livingston County’s 
only Wurlitzer 600 Pipe 

Theatre Organ

THE VILLAGE CHAPEL LLC
Where “Happily Ever After” Begins!

Personalized Wedding, 
Memorial Services and Concerts

517-223-0517
www.HistoricVillageChapel.com

$100 off your 2008 Wedding 
When Booked by 08-31-08


